
M a d e  i n  G e r m a n y  –  F r o m  h a p p y  c o w  t o  t h e  h o n e s t  ba g

-1 -

collections
L E I T   &   H E L D

Berl i n, 2021 – LEI T & H ELD st a nd s for honest 
produc t s w it h t i mele s s de si g n , produced a s 
c losel y a s pos sible to t hei r n at u ra l or i g i n a lon g 
a su st a i n a ble a nd t race a ble suppl y ch a i n . 
T he B erl i n la bel wa s fou nded by Pia Held (a r t 
d i rec tor),  Ni n a C on ra d (su st a i n a bi l it y con su l-
t a nt) a nd Da n a M i koleit (i nter ior de si g ner). 
T hei r goa l i s  to c re ate more awa rene s s for t he 
re spon sible m a nu f ac t u re of le at her good s a nd 
a l low a more m i nd f u l consu mer behav iou r wh i le 
at t he sa me t i me of fer i ng h ig h-end product s 
t h at w i l l  la st for a l i fet i me – or t wo.
At L E I T & H E L D it h appen s on Ger m a n soi l:
it  a l l  st a r t s w it h a n i m a l wel f a re on or g a n ic 
f a r m s , a gent le slau g hter i n g proce s s ,  t a n n i n g 
w it h ve get a l e x t rac t s a nd f i n a l l y t he produc-
t ion of t he f i n a l produc t i n a f a m i l y- ow ned 
le at her m a nu f ac tor y.  T he re su lt i s  a l i m ited 
slow f a sh ion a nd u n i se x col lec t ion of le at her 
ba g s a nd acce s sor ie s – t i mele s s a nd m i n i m a l i s-
t ic a l l y de si g ned .

A NEW DIMENSION OF TRANSPARENCY

I f you wa nt a re volut ion , you need to st a r t f rom sc ratch . T h i s i s  e x ac t l y w h at t he t h ree fou nder s d id . 
T he y a sked t hem sel ve s one e s sent ia l  que st ion: „W h at doe s it  t a ke to we a r le at her produc t s w it h a 
good con sc ience?“.  Si nce 2 017, t he y h ave been i nve st i n g t hei r t i me a lon g side work a nd f a m i l y w it h 
t he c re at ion a nd protot y pi n g of de si g n s ,  at t ra de f a i r s ,  con ference s a nd re se a rch i n g . Ni n a C on ra d 
h a s a l re ad y g a i ned e x per ience s i n su st a i n a bi l it y w it h i n t he le at her i ndu st r y w hen she joi ned Pia Held 
a nd Da n a M i koleit a l it t le later i n t hei r stor y.  I n t he proce s s of re se a rch i n g a t race a ble produc t ion of 
te x t i le s a nd le at her,  L E I T & H E L D h a s si nce t hen acqu i red e x ten si ve k now led ge a bout i n novat ion i n 
t he a re a s of m ater ia l s re se a rch , t race a bi l it y u nd a n i m a l hu sba nd r y. Detec t i n g g aps a nd defec t s i n t he 
produc t ion of le at her good s h a s pa id of f :  L E I T & H E L D c re ated a t r u l y u n ique suppl y ch a i n . But t he 
stor y doe s not end here: T he fou nder s i nv ite ot her s to pa r t ic ipate i n t h i s jou r ne y.

FULL DISCLOSURE: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE ANIMAL

L E I T & H E L D re ve a l s it s ent i re suppl y ch a i n a nd a l low s t hei r c u stomer s f u l l  i n si g ht s to w here t hei r 
produc t come f rom: Fi r st ,  t here i s t he a n i m a l – a g ra s s-fed c at t le f rom S out her n Ger m a ny w hose 
h ide s i s  i n f ac t a by-produc t of t he me at a nd d a i r y i ndu st r y.  Work i n g w it h Fa i r f lei sch en su re s t h at t he 
cow s h ave h ad a good l i fe a s t he y on l y selec t a n i m a l s ba sed on st r ic t g u idel i ne s f rom cer t i f ied f a r mer s . 
T he butcher s t a ke t hei r t i me w it h t he a n i m a l s: a m a x i mu m of fou r a n i m a l s per hou r a re slau g htered . 
S ou nd s br ut a l? I n i ndu st r ia l  s lau g hterhou se s 4 0 a n i m a l s per hou r i s t he nor m , le av i n g on l y one a nd a 
h a l f m i nute s for t he ac t .  T he a n i m a l s come f rom f a r m s w h ich a re no more t h a n 3 0 k m away. Travel i n g 
shor ter d i st a nce s i s  le s s st re s sf u l for t hem . B e side s t he t race a bi l it y of t he h ide s ,  t he cooperat ion a l so 
g u a ra ntee s good t re at ment of t he c at t le t h rou g hout t hei r l i fet i me . Not too f a r f rom t here ,  t he h ide s 
a re t a n ned i n t he pit t a n ner y ow ned by Au g u st R en z , w ho cont i nue s t he f a m i l y t ra d it ion of 18 8 8 
i n t he 4 t h generat ion . H i s f ac tor y t r u l y honor s t he ter m slow-f a sh ion a s u si n g t ra d it ion a l ve get a ble 
t a n n i n g t a ke s up to 3 - 4 mont h s .



Fi n a l l y,  t he le at her i s  sent to t he f a m i l y ow ned m a nu f ac tor y H . F. A nton i n S ol i n gen . T here , t he 
le at her good s a re se w n by h a nd w it h t he s a me i ndu st r ia l  se w i n g m ach i ne s w h ich a re nor m a l l y u sed to 
produce sh ip st raps – du ra bi l it y sec u red . A ny a dd it ion a l pa r t s requ i red for t he produc t ion of t he ba g s 
a nd acce ssor ie s a re c a ref u l ly selec ted accord i n g to t he la bel ’s t radema rk s: su st a i na bi l it y a nd lon ge v it y. 
T he te a m pack s a nd sh ips e ver y si n g le pack a ge w it h love a nd a per son a l g reet i n g f rom t hei r st ud io i n 
B erl i n M it te .

HONEST SKIN – A NEW BEAUTY STANDARD?

T he bra nd u se s t he h ide s „ nose to t a i l “,  w h ich me a n s t h at a l l  pa r t s of t he le at her a re u sed a nd t here i s 
l it t le wa ste .  W hen you look at convent ion a l le at her ba g s it  i s  u su a l l y ver y d i f f ic u lt to be rem i nded of 
t hei r n at u ra l or i g i n: t he y ju st don’t look l i ke t he sk i n of a n a n i m a l .  I n ste a d , you see per fec t f i n i sh i n g , 
pol i shed ed ge s ,  sh i n i n g color s ,  l i n i n g s ,  st ud s ,  se a m s a nd lock s def lec t i n g t he be aut y of t he m ater ia l . 
B a g s m ade f rom hone st le at her do not need a ny of t h at .  Genu i ne be aut y i s du ra ble ,  n at u ra l a nd u n so -
ph i st ic ated . Ever y ba g i s u n ique , ju st l i ke t he a n i m a l .  T he m i n i m a l i st ic de si g n le ave s room for hone st 
sk i n s .  T he t race s of a l i fe on t he me adow, such a s mosqu ito bite s or sc a r s ,  a re si g n s of qu a l it y -  at L E I T 
& H E L D, t he se a re a l so u sed a nd not h idden by f i n i sh i n g . T he n at u ra l ch a rac ter i st ic s m a ke it c le a r: 
t he y prove t h at e ach produc t come s f rom a u n ique sou rce a nd t herefore h a s it s ow n stor y.  T h i s i s  w h at 
L E I T & H E L D i s t r u l y a bout .  T he col lec t ion con si st s of pu r se s ,  a shopper,  a back pack , laptop - a nd 
phone c a se s ,  a wa l let ,  a c a rd holder a nd a ke y st rap. Pr ice s ra n ge f rom 75 € to 450 € .

TAKING A STANCE

T he ba g spe a k s for it sel f :  It sh a re s t he ent i re stor y of t he f a r m a n i m a l to t he f i n a l produc t .
T he h apt ic of t he m ater ia l  e x pla i n s w h at ve get a ble t a n n i n g a nd m a nu a l produc t ion me a n .
T h i s stor y i s now cont i nued by t he u s a ge of t he ba g . T he u ser s don’t ju st we a r it  – t he y c a r r y it  w it h 
t hem t h rou g h t hei r l i ve s .  Hone st sk i n s a l low u n ique stor ie s to le ave t hei r m a rk s .
D ue to t he h i g h qu a l it y of t he m ater ia l s ,  t he y w i l l  cont i nue to be stor y tel ler s for t he re st of t hei r l i ve s .

LEIT & HELD COLLECTIONS

T he dem a nd for or g a n ic m i l k ,  me at f rom g ra z i n g c at t le a nd f ree-ra n ge e g g s h a s been g row i n g st ron g l y 
for se vera l ye a r s .  But for le at her,  t here i s no pos sibi l it y of obt a i n i n g it  f rom good sou rce s .  Even t he 
ma nu fac tor ie s don’t have a ny i n si g ht s i n w here t he a n i ma l s were com i n g f rom w hose h ide s t he y proce ss . 
A nd t h i s i s  w here L E I T & H E L D steps i n .  I n a n i n novat i ve way, t he y combi ne t he st ren g t h s of m i nd-
f u l le at her produc t ion , su st a i n a ble a g r ic u lt u re a nd a m at u re de si g n .
T h i s con nec t ion i s ne w, cre ate s i ntere st a nd a l lows for a n u ncomprom i si n g a nd si ncere acce ss to le at her 
produc t s .  T he awa rene s s of t he or i g i n a nd t he ref lec t ion on du ra ble m ater ia l s open s t he per spec t i ve of 
a more con sc iou s con su mer beh av ior.  L E I T & H E L D col lec t ion s a re hone st ba g s ,  t h at embod y w h at 
t he „ Bi g One s“ i n t he f a sh ion- a nd lu x u r y i ndu st r y not yet f u l f i l l :  complete t ra n spa renc y i n t he le at her 
i ndu st r y.  L E I T & H E L D a re pioneer s i n t he le at her i ndu st r y a nd a re w i l l i n g to sh a re t hei r e x per t i se 
a nd t hei r sc a la ble suppl y ch a i n w it h ot her ac tor s i n t he bu si ne s s .  C ol la borat ion i s ke y i n order to 
c re ate ch a n ge i n t he produc t ion of le at her a nd te x t i le s . 
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